
Madame President of the Hellenic Republic

Prime Minister, 

President of the Hellenic Parliament, 

President of the Scientific Committee Overseeing the Exhibition, 

Exhibition curator, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We are all present here today at the launch of the exhibition “Beholding Liberty! At the Hellenic Parliament, two centuries later”. 

Every milestone, every anniversary always constitutes a challenge to those celebrating it, because it demands that they take a provisional pause along their path through time, to contemplate their progress, to evaluate its positive and negative aspects, and to plot their future course. 

On the bicentenary of the Greek War of Independence, we Greeks have been called upon to take advantage of the opportunity offered by this anniversary and to rise to the occasion by taking stock of the past and envisioning the future. 

To re-examine our past together in all its complexity, without self-delusions, blinders and facile simplifications, in order to gain greater self-awareness and to reinvigorate our collective ties. 
But also to conceive the ideas and practical plans that will bring forth a promise for a better tomorrow. 

In order to rise to this double challenge, the Programme for the National Celebration was organized along four lines that concern the content of the bicentenary activities and events: a) To highlight the Greek War of Independence of 1821 as a constitutive element of Greek history but also as a piece of the mosaic of world history; b) To showcase the course taken by Modern Greece over these past 200 years; c) To present those Greeks, who have left their mark on the world over these past two centuries; and d) To underline the significance of 2021 as a window to Greece in the future. 

***
As I also noted at the Press Conference given here a week ago, perhaps the main virtue of the exhibition that is opening today is that it highlights the complex and highly varied starting point of our modern course in a unique manner. 

Through more than 400 exhibits, visitors are presented not only with the events of the great battles of the Struggle for Independence, but also the dissenting ideas, how liberal the constitutions were, the effect that the European spirit had on the War of Independence, the crucial contribution of the Philhellenic movement, the value of the interventions by the Great Powers of that age, the highs and the turnarounds of the first moments of the Modern Greek State. 
What is even more impressive is that our guide to unwinding the historical yarns of this beginning is a particular work of art located within the Parliament building and inalienably linked to that building: the frieze of the War of Independence and the Heroes’ medals located in the Hall of Trophies and Aides de Camp.

***
On the other hand, the reason that I found this exhibition particularly moving was that, beyond the first chapter, which concerns 1821, it also touches on three other chapters that set out the framework for the National Bicentenary Celebration Programme. 

In this iconic building where we stand, one doesn’t only encounter references to the War of Independence and the beginnings of the modern Greek state, but also the traces of progress realized over these 200 years. 

At the Old Parliament Building and, subsequently, here, the foundations were laid for the modern Greek State; Democracy grew in depth and breadth, treaties were ratified that stabilized the country’s position on the world stage, legislation was passed that transformed Greece gradually, at times rapidly and at other times with a lot of backsliding, into a contemporary republican state, located in the heart of Europe. 

Political figures left their mark here, who transformed, with their actions and work, consciences and mentalities, paved the way for reforms and breaks with the past, and brought us to where we are today. 
But here too, those taking up positions today and tomorrow are called upon to shape the conditions that will ensure our country’s continuity and prosperity in the future, in order to fittingly meet the challenges of a new age. 

Therefore, if the exhibits focus on the founding instant of the War of Independence, the symbolism, the specific gravity and the history of the leading democratic institution organizing and hosting this exhibition - inescapably, they also elicit reflection about our overall progress these past 200 years and give rise to expectations and discussion about the next steps to be taken.

And it is my belief that this is one of the elements that makes this exhibition so distinctive and so exceptional.

***
On behalf of the “Greece 2021” Committee, I would like to thank the President of the Hellenic Parliament, Constantine Tassoulas, for including this exhibition in the Programme of the National Celebration, bearing his seal.  

As you are aware, this programme is already under way and will continue to evolve throughout the year, both within Greece and outside its borders. 

It includes a host of activities and events: conferences, exhibitions, historical memory events, education and research initiatives, as well as significant developmental activities, including infrastructure, sustainable development, alternative tourism projects and the creation of digital museums and much more. 

***
Given that this day is also the anniversary of the death of Lord Byron, which has been established as Philhellenism and International Solidarity Day, I would like to close with a short comment on the title of the exhibition, which I consider particularly inspired. 

“Beholding Liberty”, therefore, “at the Hellenic Parliament, two centuries later.” 

Not solely because today we look back at the beginnings of our modern progress. 

But also because this is occurring through the artistic creations and writings of people from all corners of the earth, where, at that time, they did not remain unmoved in contemplating the Greeks’ Struggle for liberty. 

Philhellenes wrote and painted masterpieces about the War of Independence; they influenced political and diplomatic decisions, raised money and fought for the liberation of another nation, joining forces with it. 

Their contribution to the successful outcome of the Struggle was crucial and I think that those who conceived this exhibition and those who curated it rightly chose this particular day for its opening. 
From our side, the “Greece 2021” Committee honours their great contribution and wants to showcase the mark they left on the Greek War of Independence with a series of actions, which have been included in the National Programme for the celebration. 

But also through the emblematic action “Walking in the Footsteps of 1821”, in which 200 young women and men from all over Greece will travel to European cities, following routes linked to the themes of the War of Independence, including routes linked to the Philhellenic movement and its defining significance. 
Thank you very much. 
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